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Okay, so picture this, you're walking down a busy street and you're using your
phone to navigate, which, | mean, pretty standard these days, right? But like,
what if you couldn't actually see the screen? | mean, that's the reality for millions
of visually impaired people. But like, what if Al could bridge that gap, you know?
What if it could offer them a new level of independence and freedom? And that's
exactly what we're going to be diving into today. Yeah.

It's a project called Vigo for Al. Vigo for Al. Which stands for Visually Impaired Go
for Artificial Intelligence.

Catchy. Itis, yeah. And it's this, you know, really fascinating initiative.

It's actually funded by the European Union's Erasmus Plus program. And they've
actually dedicated a quarter of a million euros to making Al accessible. And not
just accessible, but useful for the visually impaired.

Yeah. So this isn't just like some far off, you know, future fantasy. This is
happening right now.

Yeah, absolutely. It's happening right now. That's incredible.

That's incredible. And Vigo for Al is like bringing together all of these
organizations from all across Europe. Austria, Italy, Slovenia, Spain, Germany.

It's a big collaboration. All collaborating to make this vision, you know, a reality.
Yeah.

It's really cool to see. Yeah. It's very exciting.

What | think is particularly interesting is how they're tackling this challenge on
multiple levels. Because, you know, they're not just focusing on the technology
itself. They're focusing on educating both visually impaired individuals and their
teachers or trainers.

So it's about, you know, building a whole ecosystem of knowledge and support.
Yeah. So it's really like a holistic approach to the problem.

So let's, | guess, break it down a little. How exactly does Vigo for Al plan to
empower visually impaired people with Al? So they're really focusing on three
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specific areas of Al application. And those are Al supported apps, generative Al
apps, and Al based chatbots.

So, you know, think of it as giving someone a whole new toolkit for navigating
the world and expressing themselves. Yeah. A whole new set of tools.

So | know that our listeners are, you know, pretty savvy when it comes to Al. But
maybe we can just give a quick refresher on those three areas just to make sure
that everybody is on the same page. Yeah.

Absolutely. So Al supported apps are, you know, things like navigation apps that
use Al to, you know, understand the environment. But instead of just visual
maps, imagine these apps providing audio cues or even haptic feedback
through, you know, a device.

Then you have generative Al apps. And those are apps that can create things like
text, music, even code from simple prompts. So a visually impaired person
could, you know, essentially compose a symphony or build a website just using
their voice.

Hold on, compose a symphony. Yeah. Yeah.
That's incredible. It's really amazing the potential there. Okay.

So what about these chatbots then? Right. So Al chatbots can be programmed to
answer questions, provide information, even offer companionship. So imagine a
chatbot that can read you the news or help you manage your schedule or even
just have a conversation with you.

So it's really like having a personalized Al assistant that can understand your
needs and help you to navigate daily life. Wow. Okay.

So that's, you know, that's amazing. But how does Vigo for Al actually go about,
like, teaching people how to use these tools? It's not like they're just, like,
handing out smartphones and being like, good luck. Yeah, of course not.

No, that's where the e-course programs come in. So they're developing these
comprehensive training materials that are accessible in multiple languages. And,
you know, they're not just, like, dry textbook style courses either.

They're incorporating multimedia elements like audio and video to cater to, you
know, different learning styles. So they're really thinking about the entire
learning experience. Yeah.



And making sure that it's engaging and effective for everyone involved. Yeah.
Exactly.

Yeah. It's very well thought out. And remember, they're training not just the
visually impaired individuals, but also the teachers and trainers who work with
them.

So it's about ensuring that everyone has the knowledge and skills to effectively
integrate these Al tools into their lives and into their teaching practices. Yeah. It's
like they're creating this ripple effect of knowledge that can reach, you know, far
beyond the immediate participants of the project.

Precisely. That's really cool. And this isn't just theoretical.

| mean, they have these three-day learning activities planned specifically for the
project partner staff. And then the staff members will go on to train the visually
impaired participants. So it's ensuring that the knowledge is passed on in this,
you know, practical and sustainable way.

Yeah. So they're building a network of experts who can support and empower
visually impaired individuals as they kind of explore this world of Al. Exactly.

Wow. Wow. That's really impressive.

Yeah. It's a very ambitious project, but, you know, there's even more to unpack
here. You know, these Al tools have the potential to be incredibly powerful.

But with, you know, with that power comes a responsibility to use them ethically
and effectively. Yeah. That's an important point.

That's something that we definitely need to consider. But | think maybe that's a
good place to pause for now, and we can come back and pick up on that thought
in just a moment. So we've been, you know, we've been talking about the
potential of these Al tools, but like, let's get a little bit more specific.

How could these tools actually change the, you know, the daily lives of visually
impaired individuals? Well, | mean, you can imagine someone who's, you know,
always relied on a white cane for navigation. Now, with an Al-powered app, they
could receive real-time audio cues about their surroundings. You know, things
like obstacles to avoid or crosswalks ahead, even landmarks and points of
interest.



So it could really open up a whole new level of independence and confidence for
them. Yeah, that's a huge shift. It's almost like having a personal guide dog in
your pocket.

Exactly. Yeah, that's a great way to put it. And think about the creative
possibilities that something like generative Al could unlock.

You know, a visually impaired musician could use their voice to compose these
like intricate melodies or experiment with different instruments and create
music that, you know, really reflects their unique vision. Or someone who's
always, you know, loved writing could dictate their stories and have them
converted to text and even have the, you know, the Al suggest plot twists or
character developments. It's really kind of blowing my mind.

It's like these tools were like breaking down the barriers between, you know,
imagination and creation. Yeah, exactly. And we haven't even like touched on the
chatbots that much yet.

Right. Yeah. And let's not forget about the potential for, you know, social
connection there.

You know, for individuals who might face challenges with traditional forms of
communication, a chatbot could become, you know, like a valuable companion,
someone to talk to, share ideas with or simply listen to, you know, their thoughts
and healings. It's almost like Al is creating a more inclusive world where like
limitations are being, you know, redefined by technology. Absolutely.

Yeah. | think that's a very powerful way to look at it. But of course, you know,
none of this is possible without, you know, effective training.

| mean, we've been talking about these e-course programs, but like what do
those actually look like in practice? Yeah. That's what I'm curious about, too. Like
how do you even begin to make Al training accessible for, you know, for
someone who is visually impaired? Well, it's all about designing with accessibility
in mind from the, you know, from the very beginning.

So that means using clear and concise language, providing, you know,
alternative formats like audio descriptions for any visual content and ensuring
compatibility with, you know, assistive technologies like screen readers. So
someone using a screen reader. Yeah.

Could, you know, navigate the course material just as easily as someone who's
sighted. Yeah, exactly. That's the goal.



And they're not just stopping at, you know, text-based materials. They're
incorporating multimedia elements like audio recordings and interactive
exercises to cater to, you know, different learning styles and make the
experience more engaging. So it really sounds like they're putting a lot of
thought into making this a, you know, a positive and effective learning
experience for everyone.

Yeah. Absolutely. They've been very thoughtful about the whole process.

And, you know, remember, these courses are being developed in multiple
languages, which is, you know, absolutely crucial for reaching a wider audience
and breaking down language barriers as well. Right. Yeah, of course.

So we've talked a lot about the, you know, the training for visually impaired
individuals. But like, what about the training for teachers and trainers? Like why
is that so crucial? Well, it's about, you know, ensuring that those who are
supporting visually impaired learners are, you know, are equipped with the
knowledge and skills to effectively integrate these Al tools into, you know, into
their teaching practices. So, you know, they need to understand how these tools
work, how to adapt them to different learning styles, and how to, you know,
troubleshoot any challenges that might arise.

So it's not just about, like, handing someone a cool new gadget. It's about, like,
providing the support and the guidance to, like, to actually use it effectively.
Exactly.

Yeah. It's about empowerment, not just, you know, giving them a tool. And then
these three-day learning activities designed for the project partner's staff are,
you know, are a key part of that.

They'll be, you know, immersed in the technology, learning from experts and
sharing best practices with each other. Yeah. So it's like they're creating a
network of, you know, of knowledgeable and passionate individuals who can
then, you know, spread that expertise to others.

Precisely. Yeah. It's a very clever approach.

And then once these, you know, these trainers are equipped with the
knowledge, they can then go on to train the visually impaired participants. So
it's, you know, ensuring that that learning is passed on in a practical and
sustainable way. Okay.

So we've got the, you know, the e-courses and the trainer training. But how do
they know if, like, if all this is actually working? Like, how do they actually



measure the impact of Vigo for Al? Well, that's where the pilot training actions
come in. These are essentially, you know, real world beta tests where they'll be
putting the, you know, the e-courses to the test with, you know, 20 visually
impaired individuals and 20 teachers or trainers in each of the, you know, the
participating countries.

So it's like a test drive, right? To like see how these, you know, these tools
perform in real life situations and to gather, you know, valuable feedback from
the users. Exactly. Yeah.

It's about getting it out there and seeing how it works in practice. So they'll be
closely monitoring how, you know, how participants are engaging with the
materials, how well they're learning the, you know, the concepts and what kind
of impact these tools are having on their, you know, on their lives. Yeah.

It's fascinating to think about the potential impact of this project. You know, if
these Al tools are successful, they could really transform the way that, you know,
that visually impaired people live, learn and create. Absolutely.

Yeah. It's a very exciting prospect. But the impact goes, you know, it goes beyond
individuals.

Vigo4Al is also aiming to, you know, to influence the broader technology
landscape. Now how do they plan to do that? It's not like they can, you know,
single-handedly change the entire tech industry. Well, | mean, they're starting by,
you know, by sharing their findings and advocating for, you know, greater
accessibility.

Remember those national multiplier conferences that we mentioned earlier? Oh,
right. Yeah. Where they'll be, you know, bringing together policymakers,
educators and other key stakeholders.

Exactly. So these conferences, you know, they provide a platform for showcasing
the project's results, discussing best practices and encouraging, you know, wider
adoption of accessible Al tools. So it's about, like, raising awareness and sparking
conversations and hopefully, you know, inspiring other developers and
organizations to prioritize accessibility in their own work.

That's the idea. That's the idea. Yeah.

It's about spreading the word and hopefully making a lasting impact. And that's
where the, you know, the real long-term impact of Vigo4Al is. It's about planting
the seeds for, you know, for lasting change and creating a more inclusive future
for everyone.



Yeah. | love that they're not just focused on the, you know, on the immediate
results, but also on the bigger picture, like how to create this ripple effect that
can, you know, that can transform the entire tech landscape. Absolutely.

But, you know, as much as we're, you know, we're celebrating the potential of
this project, | think it's also important to acknowledge the challenges. Oh, yeah,
for sure. You mean like making sure that these Al tools are actually, you know,
usable and effective for a wide range of people with varying levels of visual
impairment? That's definitely one challenge.

Yeah. But there are also, you know, broader considerations, for example, like
how do we ensure equitable access to these technologies? You know, not
everyone has the same resources or access to training. Yeah, that's a really
important point.

We need to like, we need to make sure that these, you know, these
advancements don't create a new digital divide where like where some people
are left behind. Exactly. Yeah, that's a very real concern.

And then there are also questions about, you know, about data privacy and
security. | mean, these Al systems rely on data and we need to ensure that, you
know, that data is being collected and used responsibly, especially when it
comes to, you know, sensitive personal information. You're right.

We can't get like so caught up in the, you know, the excitement of new
technology that we forget about the, you know, the potential risks. Absolutely.
And that's why projects like Vega for Al are so important because they're not just
focusing on the, you know, on the technology itself, but also on the ethical and
societal implications of its use.

Yeah. It sounds like they're really trying to, to approach this from like, from a
holistic perspective, considering not just the, the technical aspects, but also the,
you know, the human and social implications. Exactly.

Yeah. It's a very comprehensive approach. Well, this is, this has definitely given
me a lot to think about, but, but before we wrap up this, this deep dive, | think
there's, there's one more aspect of Vigo for Al that we need to, to explore and,
and that's the, you know, the, the multinational collaboration behind it.

So it's, it's really amazing to think that, you know, this project isn't just confined
to like, to one country, you know, we've got, we've got organizations from, from
five different European nations, all like all working together on, on Vigo for Al.
Yeah. So, so why is that like, why is that multinational collaboration so



important? Well, you know, each, each country brings its own kind of unique
strengths and perspectives.

To the table, right. Yeah. So for example, you know, Austria has this strong
tradition of assistive technology development.

While Italy is known for its expertise in, in Al research. So by, you know, by
pooling their resources and knowledge, these countries can, can create
something that's, that's truly innovative and, and impactful. Yeah.

It's, it's like they're creating a, like a derating team of, of Al and accessibility
experts. Exactly. Yeah.

You could see that. And that, you know, that diversity of perspectives is, is crucial
for ensuring that the project, you know, that it considers the needs of a wide
range of visually impaired individuals because, you know, different, different
cultures have different approaches to disability and accessibility. Right.

Yeah. And it's important to, to reflect that, you know, that diversity in the, in the
design and implementation of, of these tools. Yeah.

That makes, that makes a lot of sense. It's about, you know, it's about making
sure that these technologies are truly inclusive and can be used by, you know, by
people from, from all walks of life. Right.

Exactly. And, and the, you know, the multinational aspect also helps to kind of
spread the, the impact of the project. So, by, by working across borders, Vego4Al
can, you know, can reach a larger audience.

And, and potentially influence, you know, policy and practice on, on a European
level. Yeah. It's, it's like they're planting like seeds of change across the, across
the continent.

Exactly. Yeah. It's, it's a very ambitious project.

But, but they have the, the potential to, to really make a, a big difference. And,
and who knows, maybe, you know. Yeah.

Maybe this project will like, will inspire similar initiatives in, in other parts of the
world. I, I hope so. | think that would be fantastic.

Yeah. Imagine a, a global network of, of organizations all, you know, all dedicated
to using, using Al to, to empower people with, with disabilities. Yeah.



That's a, that's a beautiful vision. And, and | think, you know, | think projects like,
like Vego4Al are, are showing us that, that it's a vision that's, that's within reach.
|, | completely agree.

It's, it's been so inspiring to, to learn about this project. Mm-hmm. And, and all
the, the amazing work that they're, that they're doing.

It really has. And, and, you know, for, for our listeners who are, you know, who
are visually impaired or, or work with, with visually impaired individuals, |, |
encourage you to, to learn more about Vego4Al and, and the resources that
they, that they offer. Yeah.

There's a, there's a whole world of possibilities opening up thanks to, you know,
these advancements in, in Al and assistive technology. Absolutely. And, and, you
know, as we continue to, to explore the potential of, of Al, it's, it's just crucial that
we, we prioritize accessibility and, and inclusivity.

Well said. Well, hey, thanks for, thanks for joining us on this, this deep dive into,
into Vego4Al. Mm-hmm.

It's been a, it's been a fascinating and, and thought-provoking conversation. It
really has. It's been a pleasure.

Yeah. Absolutely. And to, and to our listeners, you know.

Yeah. Keep exploring, keep learning, and, and keep pushing for, for a future
where technology empowers everyone to, to live their lives to the fullest. That's
a, that's a perfect note to, to end on.

So until next time, keep diving deep. Yeah. And discovering the, the wonders of
the world around us.



